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s wise o slart planning ar least 2 menths in advance, I possib e, A party’s success & quality will be most ideally achicved if
Ihough! hrough completely, And this fokes fime.

2. Chostw o Thome

A party is pulled off if if flows throughout. A theme could be relaled to a speciric food iferm, book, ar even based on'l or 2
consisfently used colors.

Research your chosen therne via the web & magazines. Print and/or bookmark ideas (dec
like. I'set up a folder on my computer fo save ideas as | come across them, Creafing orgin
ones! Dan't discourtt any idea thaf you creale yourself,
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Choose lood Ihat \omp\amon rtheme, doesn't require foo much prep, but shows creafiviy & class, | Mke fo choose a menu
hased around whether or not it c:m Lc made/stared in advance. Cupcakes can be made up to a month prio fo the party if rrozen,
Many d'ps, breads can o\so be made/frozen in advance. Yes, even the hirlhday cake! Fresh dishes should k c fairly simple fo
execure & able fo stand af room Temp (ie. sq\qd s, cheese/fruit/veqgies, kabobs, drinks efc) o allow enough fime fo prepare ll
other necessary party needs, If you're using r%ouqh ferns - always remaove labels and/cr packaging and display in ofher
confainers.

9. Cuwits + Ousilabiona

Sef your guesf list. | always maoke fwao lists. One listis VIPs... the ofher list are my Optionals. This helps narrow down the final count
when budgeting. Invilalions should coordinate the theme & mailed ouf 3 weeks in advence.
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or, menu, invitations, favors, efc) you
ial ideas are some of the very besl

Once you have you earch completed - you'll be able to price point how much each of your inspirafions/menu iferms will cost
{per person). If your ‘deas are overy expensive based on budgel, yoJll now be able fo axc seme, to keep ofhers. This will help

defermine your ﬂ«w guest count as well. If your parly is looking fo be under budgef, you can aftord fo go fo add more guests
from your “opfional” lisf. | found that gefting cn accurale idea of how much ea. ideo/q Jest costs can keep the party fo the exacl
price point that’s comfortable.

Decide if games/interactive acfiviiies are appropriate for your party or nof, Aga’n, all enlerlainment should relate/compliment the
theme in some way, Sarme parties arc more ideal for mingling withour interakvie enleraining. Huwe\e ofthers would be "kicked up
lolhe next level” if enfertainment were included, Base the decision of whether or nol to add entertaining elements on your party’s
Ihemme ana aadience.
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Now if's time fo stock up & buy the goods! Buy al' of your materials (oxcluding menuj at least 2 weeks in advance 1o allow for
shipping delays/efc. Remember, invilalions should be purchased a month prior allowing for the 3 weeks mail lime, Fresh menu
iterns should be bought the week leading up to the paify. Reserve a spemo\ place in your homefzenue lo slore your party goods

nfil fime of execution. Sel up your party decor and serving ware af least a doay in advance. Setting up in advance will help you
visualize the parly. Thal will help you defermine if there’s something missing (i.€. flowers/balloons/oanners/jars efc. needed fe fill ¢
space). There's always last minutes things thar come up! Trying fo gef the linens on the lable as your guests arrive, shouldn’t be
one of Inermn. Decide If games/interactive activiies are appropriate for your parfy or nol. Again, all entertainment should
relale/compl’ment the therne in sorme way. Some parties are more ideal for ring ing withour inferatvie emrem'\mmg‘ However, others
wauld be "kicked up fo he noxt level” if enterfainmert were included. Base the decis'on of whefher or nof e add entertaining
elemenfs on your party’s theme and audierice
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All of your advance planning efforls are leaving you left to actually enjoy the party qmd your guests! A poorly planned party is
obvious based on the host/hosless’ abiliry t enjoy the party, Haven't you been to the perty where the hosl/hosless are siressed
our? Rummaging in the kilchen, opening storebought iferns and dumping them in bowis, while guesls are asked to “come on in,

enjoy yourselfl we'll be right there!l” AWKWARD! Afrer all, you're the one who putin all the grunt work. You deserve fo enjoy the
party YOU planned!

16, Meks an Oupossion

Don't pull our ALL your tricks during the parly. Leave o few feasers fo when the party is about to wrap up. Ending a parly is o
bummer! But it doesn’t have to be... | always like o send my guests home with somefhing unexpected. The parly lavors can be
fhe key to making a lasting mpr@wom Cven sending fthe guests home with part of the decor can do the lrick {i.e. for my
Yalentine’s Day party, | glillered fresh red roses dis p\qucd in vint age sodu boffles as part of the decor. Al lhe end of the party in
addifion fo the pﬂru lavors, each lady took home glittered roses), And don't forget to wi'te hﬂmk you nofes for any gifts received
from guesfs. Thank you notes should be recoived no \Q er rhom a week from the party dale.



